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Background

U+2AS50D looks like the following picture in the CodeCharts of Unicode 15.1:
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Fig.1 U+2AS50D in Unicode 15.1

And the following picture shows the CodeCharts of Unicode 16.0, after the horizontal
extension by J—source:
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Fig.2 U+2AS50D in Unicode 16.0

Obviously, U+2A50D mixed the two shapes 2 and 2. These two shapes are now con-
sidered as variants, but actually they are phonetically, graphically and semantically different,
and need to be disunified.

B 522, U+2A50DIZIE2 D D7 (8] & TE] BWEL->TWwb, ZTNH6D2DDF
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Properties of ¥ and =

For the former one, it is a phonogram whose semantic component is #% and phonetic
component is F (i.e. 78 Fi¥), the Japanese reading would be 7 (U%&7%) or &RV (FF),
which means a kind of drumming, and the radical is %%, we can see the interpretation
from Kangxi Dictionary:
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Fig.3 Part of FERE-7il ([EsC A mhRk) P1526

Also, AL Z > A T L (abbreviated as “JMJ” in the following text) includes
this character as JMJ—056440. The properties correctly match the above description.
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Fig.4 The properties of JIMJ—056440

For the latter one, it is a compound ideograph made in Japan (aka Japanese Kokuji)
with two components &% and T (i.e. fEu%7ft T), the Japanese reading is 9 2, which


https://ctext.org/library.pl?if=en&file=77415&page=1526
https://moji.or.jp/mojikibansearch/info?MJ%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%9B%B3%E5%BD%A2%E5%90%8D=MJ056440

means “strike”, while the radical is F-. We can see the properties from the JMJ website:
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Fig.5 The properties of JMJ—057575

While finding evidences about %%, 1 discovered that I 1~ iRACHUER B R 71 27 5
2\ (the predecessor of JMJ) includes this character in their report F¥ZJEfG#{F. It points
out that this character appears in the book f4)I| KZZi, the book HANADIE > 72735 and
the thesis 3T [HH HDOEF—HMEAE DRI DHFIZOWT—,

(#E] IZDOWT O ZEL TWB & iz, NHE FIEIRCHEBIE BN 70 2775 A
(MIDFTE) O TEEHEIEEHT ] WO MEFIZIOXEREENTVWE I L2 HAL
7o ZOWEFIE, ZOXFA THIIKRFED . THARANDE- 7235 . £ LT NIl
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https://moji.or.jp/mojikibansearch/info?MJ%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%9B%B3%E5%BD%A2%E5%90%8D=MJ057575
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Fig.6 Part of SrEiJEfEdk T P72, rotated for ease of typesetting

However, in either fiJI| KT or HAXANDIE - 721, only the glyph and the pronun-
ciation are given, just as Fig.6 shows, but no context or interpretation. The thesis 3T {H#H
DEF—MEE TR O HEIZ D\WT— at least points out that this character can be
found on the back of P25, column 8 of the ancient book ¥ M.
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Fig.7 Part of the above—mentioned thesis P119, rotated for ease of typesetting

Based on this, we can find the context from ¥ K to see what ¥ really means:
ZHIZHADWT, DAY OSRZGHAN, T2] RAFEFRITM 2 ERT 5 D02 ifERT 5
ZEMWTES:


https://www2.ninjal.ac.jp/past-projects/hanyodenshi/jisyohikeisaiji.pdf#page=79
https://seijo.repo.nii.ac.jp/record/4809/files/105-01.pdf#page=119
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Fig.8 Part of #I A P25—26

This is the only source for & as a Japanese Kokuji.

INEHADETFELTD 1) Oft—DY —ATH 3,

With basic knowledge of Japanese grammar, it is easy to see that the £ here could not
be a kind of drumming, which is a noun, since fE#5 D is the continuous form of the verb
[&#5 %, while a continuous form should be followed by a declinable word (usually a verb
or an adjective) but not a noun.

HAGESCGEDIFEHER 2 FFCIE, 220 T8 345 TR L0/50f] ThHodhlT
DN T LIKFRIC S, RS, TEED ) 138G &2 OMHETH L, #
DITIZMFEHERGE . Lialdir w6 TH 5,

What is more, the furigana on the right side of 8 says that its pronunciation should be
9 D, which matches the JMJ website, meanwhile, ¥](9 )2 is indeed a verb, its attributive
form is also © ™, and it can be followed by a noun, which is AJE here.

X5z, T2 OHMDIRYIRGIE T52)] THH, IMIDY A & —FKLTWwb, [
(D)D) IFFEMCEEFTH D 26, KD 5D THH, TOKAITITLAHI K
&, ZIZT TAE] TH5,

(P.S. the whole sentence means “the doll that used to take turns sitting and striking the drums™)

The same shape found in China

In IRGN1366, G—source has also submitted Z%:
FEIRGN13667, G EGHgscit “7 .


https://archive.wul.waseda.ac.jp/kosho/he09/he09_03869/he09_03869_0074/he09_03869_0074.pdf#page=32
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Fig.9 & from IRGN1366
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We may check the evidence from
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Fig.10 2 from

CEREMT A, AR, CEANE) R e RN

The evidence shows that there was a place called /& . However,
TEHE R W] A — A

this place as &% T/&:



Fig.11 2 from EALJHE, rotated for ease of typesetting

Since they are both near P47 Jii, we believe that they should be the same place. Thus,
#% here is a ligature of $f and T, which is a similar case as WS2021—03670. I do not
know whether this is the reason why 2% was finally withdrawn from IRGN1366 or not,
but personally I think it is worth mentioning here for reference.

H T EATEAE R T, FRATA B ARG EATRE —A T, T, Beabi “7 N
OB OMOYFT AT, /S FWS2021-03670 K B E L, AN HNIE X R S
& E RAPNIRGNIZ6OHUEH R R A, (HMNVOMERIEL — RS,

Summary and suggestions on disunifying

To briefly sum up, we can list 2 and £ in multiple sources as the following table:
(Note that, red indicates the current sources for U+2A50D)

fHICZ DD L, HEOY—AD (8] & (8] 2XOKDESICYVANTEI LN
TE5%: (FRTHPUF2ASODDBIEDY — A TH 5)

G—source T—source J—source KP—source
-+
% GKX—1526.05 T5—-6125 JIMJ—-056440 KP1-9187
%ﬁ% GT03512(777) / IMJ—057575 /

For J—source, at least, the glyph and the source reference on U+2A50D are suggested to
be changed to JMJ—056440 since 2% also exists in JMJ charset.


https://ctext.org/library.pl?if=en&file=119731&page=93
https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/?id=03670
https://hc.jsecs.org/irg/ws2021/app/?id=03670
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About ¥, when discussing this issue in my own QQ group, someone doubted that it
may be an error form of %, which could also be pronounced as 9 2 in Japanese with
the same meaning as ]2, so whether to encode this character to a new codepoint needs
more discussion. Personally I think it could be treated as a stable error since many books
about Kokuji uses this shape.
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For G—source, if J—source agrees to disunify and encode 2 to a new codepoint, then
G—source may consider do a horizontal extension. Note that, the “GT03512” in the table is
just something copied from IRGN1366, obviously it is not the GT—source (Chinese
Commercial Code).
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(End of document)



