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1. Background

As we know, the introduction of Mongolian Suffix Connector in Unicode Mongolian
Encoding proposal is coming after 1998. As Professor Quejingzhabu had declared on
Hohhot ad hoc meeting, he had proposed new code point for Mongolian Suffix
Connecter (Maybe it was named as Mongolian Space in his proposal in early time), but
WG2 group alternatively selected NNBSP as the Mongolian Suffix Connector in the
standard.

In the publication work of Professor Quejingzhabu in 2002, the “Meng Gu Wen Bian
Ma (The Mongolian Encoding)” book, we can find his introduction of the NNBSP
Mongolian Suffix Connecter model usage example as Picture 1-1.

We had also found exactly same list in TR170 document on 11th page written by
Myatav Erdenechimeg, Richard Moore and Yumbayar Namsrai. Please find the
document from Internet (http://www.unicode.org/~asmus/mongolian/MDO001-unu-

tr170.html).
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Picture 1-1

We had also found similar list of NNBSP Mongolian Suffix Connector usage in
GB/T 26226-2010 as Picture 1-2. In this list, there were several additional suffixes to

“Meng Gu Wen Bian Ma(The Mongolian Encoding)”.
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Picture 1-2



After 2007, it is possible to use OpenType technology to implement the Mongolian
Unicode Encoding in font/system level. Microsoft cooperation provided Unicode
Mongolian font on Windows Vista system firstly. After several years’ efforts, many local
vendors have also been providing many kinds of Mongolian fonts now. Although all of
these fonts have slightly differences between each other on implementation details and
we have been all struggling on the Mongolian Unicode Encoding stabilization efforts
for several years as you know.

In the Mongolian Unicode encoding, we find one significant issue exists on
MSC/NNBSP usage now. The solution of the MSC/NNBSP for Mongolian suffix
Connecting usage will depends on the Font Rendering Engine. But when we use
NNBSP for Mongolian Suffix Connecting (actually, it is controlling the following
Mongolian Suffix as well), we are facing at Mongolian Suffixes all break on current
existing font rendering engine, such as Harfbuzz and Uniscribe. On the Microsoft
Uniscribe font rendering engine, although it is rendering on the most recent version in
the regular case, but on the some special cases, we found that there are no proper ways
to get the all Mongolian Suffix correctly formed. We had also failed on Microsoft Office
2013 and 2016 for one or two years even on the regular case as well. The most
significant impact is that the Mongolian Suffix all fails on Mobile Phone system like
Android and 10S as well as PC Operating system like Mac OS X and Linux now.

2. Introduction of current solution

We did find the NNBSP Mongolian Suffix connecting model problem several years
ago and have been discussing to improve the NNBSP Mongolian Suffix connector usage
in Mongolian Unicode Encoding for several years.

We had discussed NNBSP Mongolian Suffix connector model and it’s improving
solution in W3C forum for a long time during November of 2014 to December of 2015.
The Model of the MSC/NNBSP Mongolian suffix model is defined as Picture 2-1 in the
forum discussion.

The Mongolian Suffix connecting problem of current solution is actually on using
NNBSP as a Mongolian Suffix Connector. It is because that the NNBSP properties
could not match all of Mongolian Suffix Connecting and Controlling requirements, For
this reason, we had proposed one more code point U+180F as the MSC (Mongolian
Suffix Connector) in 2016. But the proposal has not been approved by UTC and WG2
yet.

We have listed all of the Mongolian Suffixes in the MSC model solution as Appendix
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Picture 2-1

3. Existing issue on the MSC/NNBSP model solution
1) The issue occurring when using NNBSP as the MSC(Mongolian Suffix
Connector)

The following is three examples of Mongolian Suffix.
(U+1832) (U+1820) (U+182F) (U+180E) (U+1820) {U+202F) (U+1836) (U+1822) (U+1828)

(U+1828) (U+1823) (U+182E) (U+202F) (U+1824) (U+1828) ‘h{) U'\/

(U+182C) (U+1826) (U+182E) (U+1826) (U+1828) (U+202F) (U+1826) (e 6

On the current font rendering engine like Harfbuzz, the font will be displayed with
the wrong presentation form like bellow. The Mobile phone system Android, 10S and
Mac OS X, Linux system all experiencing this issue now, Only some version of

Microsoft Uniscribe correctly rendering the Mongolian Suffixes like listed above

W)W/ :>°ﬂ'quf



o o/ = 1 o/
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2) The issue occurring when the Mongolian Suffix is led by digit, punctuation or

other language characters in the NNBSP as MSC. We cannot get correct

Mongolian Suffix presentation form on this case on most of the current existing

system. For example :

361 = 3]
24 (K = 24 (K

Teacher w -er = Teacher s -er

3) The issue existing when we copy and paste Mongolian text from PDF document,
the NNBSP will be lost in the pasting text.

4) As a solution for these issues, we had proposed one more new Unicode code

5)

point on U+180F. But the proposal still have not been accepted or approved by

neither UTC meeting nor WG2 meeting till now. We have to wait for a long time

to solve this issue in the Unicode Mongolian Encoding standard.

The issue exists on the MSC model itself. Even if we define new MSC code point

on U+180F, we will face at following issues continuously as well.

A

B)

®)

The Mongolian Suffix rule is restricted in the predefined Suffix list. It is
difficult for us to increase or extend the Suffixes list in the future. But the
Mongolian Suffix list is still under arguing that which is needed to be
included or excluded in Mongolian Suffix list The Mongolian Suffix list
maybe will change according to the grammar definition or linguistic
progress.

From the encoding perspective, we find that the MSC (or NNBSP)
Mongolian Suffix Form Control Model is not a proper solution. According
to our several years’ experience, we can say that the MSC Mongolian Suffix
Form Control Model solution is an unstable, inadequate and problematic
solution. We need to deprecate the Suffix Form Controlling behavior of
MSC (or NNBSP) and just use it as a connector. The Mongolian Suffix
Form followed after MSC/NNBSP _should be explicitly defined by FVSs.

In current solution, we cannot display or print most of Mongolian Suffix



6)

without MSC. But in the real world, it is necessary to display or print
Mongolian Suffix individually.

D) According to some experts declared on the Hohhot Mongolian Ad Hoc
meeting, the publishing houses and news agencies are selecting the
Mongolian Suffix Non-Breakable Line Mode and Breakable Line Mode on
their preference. If the Mongolian Suffix Breakable mode is common in the
world, we do not need to define the Mongolian Suffix Model so restricted
and inflexible way. As a Mongolian script user, I know it is true we are
using both Mongolian Suffix Non-Breakable and Breakable written style in
daily life.

This issue is the one biggest issue which had been blocking us to use Unicode

Mongolian on mobile phone system for several years. In Inner Mongolia, we

have started to use following work around solution for this issue and have been

utilizing Unicode Mongolian on mobile phone widely now.

4. Best Practices of work around solution

Since the summer of 2017, we have started using one work around solution for

current MSC Mongolian Suffix Connecting model which is only use NNBSP as a

Narrow-Non-Break-Space like other language in our mobile phone applications and

Mac OS X system applications as well as on the Linux system. After half year

utilization, we feel it is the most proper solution for Mongolian Suffix.

The work around solution is like below.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Use NNBSP as the Mongolian Suffix Connector as usual. The NNBSP still act
like our current MSC/NNBSP Mongolian Suffix model. Even if it is getting
error on some Suffix, we will just ignore the error on this stage in our work
around solution for remaining the compatibility with the previous solution.
Additionally, we defined the irregular written form of some Mongolian
Character presentation form in Mongolian Suffix as a new form (or use certain
form if exists) for specified character and use explicit FVS1-3 to shape the form
in the Suffix.

Modified all of our fonts to support this logic. (Actually Almas font include this
logic from the beginning, The Ling Jinbao’s encoding rule for Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region Ethnic Affairs Committee’s project included this rule as
well).

We have modified all of our IME (Input Method Editor) tools on different

system and provided new work around solution to end users for half year.



5)

6)

According to the end users’ feedback, this solution is acceptable anyway.
Currently, we are widely using this work around solution to get over the
MSC/NNBSP Mongolian Suffix Controlling/Connecting big issue and utilizing
Mongolian Unicode in our daily life now.

We should learn intelligence from this kind of best practice to improve the
Mongolian Suffix Encoding solution to break through the big issue which is
restricting Mongolian Unicode fail on most of the operating system as well as

the other popular application.

5. The Proposal for Mongolian Suffixes

According to the best practice mentioned above, we would like to prepare following

proposal for Mongolian Suffix Encoding Model to discuss on the UTC Mongolian ad hoc

meeting.

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Change current MSC/NNBSP Mongolian Suffix Encoding model.

Continue to use NNBSP as a Narrow-Non-Break-Space in Mongolian. The
property and behavior of NNBSP will be exactly same with in other language.
NNBSP can be used for Mongolian as a non-breakable Mongolian Suffix
Connector.

The Mongolian Suffix will be encoded explicitly using FVS1-3 to select the
displaying character form.

The Mongolian Suffix displaying form will not depend on the leading NNBSP,
but it will depend on normal word font rendering rule. If use explicit FVS1-3,
the display form of the character will be specified to certain defined form.

The Mongolian Suffix can be used as Line Breakable Writing Mode. In the
Mongolian Suffix Line Breakable Writing Mode, we will use normal space (not
NNBSP) for leading the Mongolian Suffix. Even without NNBSP, the
Mongolian Suffix will select correct form in any case.

In another word, this proposal can be called as the proposal to depreciate
Mongolian Suffix Controlling behavior of MSC/NNBSP.

Please refer the Appendix II to check the Detailed Mongolian Suffix encoding list.

Here we have only listed currently existing Mongolian Suffixes. According to the

encoding rule, we can assume any word as a Mongolian Suffix and write it in the line

with Non-Breakable Mode.



6. Evaluation and Conclusion

Advantage of the proposal

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)

7)
8)
9)

It can be utilize soon after approval.

No need to wait another 2-or 3 years for new code point approval.

It is Mongolian language internal improving solution, no impact to other
language,

No need to make any changes on font rendering engine.

It will correctly work on current popular PC and Mobile operating system

It has similarity with previous solution and no need to educate end user
again.

Limited impact for both Vendor and End user level.

The Mongolian Suffix encoding is based on normal rule.

The Mongolian Suffix encoding rule is simple and easy to share,

communicate and standardize.

10) The solution is flexible, extendable, and stable.

Disadvantage of the proposal

1)

2)

3)

Vendor need to change font logic for Mongolian Suffix Connecting model.
Anyway vendors need to do this for improving MSC model.

Vendor need to modify IME tools to support new suffix code.

Anyway vendors need to modify their IME if we defined new MSC code
point.

The existing text and corpus will get incorrect form. Need to provide auto
Mongolian Suffix auto correction tools to simplify the correction.

If we define new MSC code point, the existing text and corpus correction is
also necessary. Also need to auto exchange NNBSP in the text with MSC.



Appendix I
The Encoding List of Mongolian Suffixes
Under Current MSC/NNBSP model

Vocative Case

1)
VOCATIVE CASE
NNBSP+1820 j
NNBSP+1821 j
Genetive Case
m" n? :nr) g g
GENITIVE CASE
NNBSP+1836+1822+1828 W\,
NNBSP+1824+1828 U‘/
NNBSP+1826+1828 U‘/
NNBSP-+1824 o)
NNBSP+1826 6
Accusative Case
¢ <0
ACCUSATIVE CASE
NNBSP+1822 Q

NNBSP+1836+1822 VQ



Dative-Locative Case
gﬁgﬁqﬁ‘ﬂfﬁ‘mﬂmﬂqﬂhﬁﬁhzﬁﬁ}}

DATIVE-LOCATIVE CASE

NNBSP+1833+1824
NNBSP+1833+1826
NNBSP+1832+1824
NNBSP+1832+1826
NNBSP+1833+1824+1837
NNBSP+1833+1826+1837
NNBSP+1832+1824+1837
NNBSP+1832+1826+1837

NNBSP+1833+1820+182C+1822

1 41 4 & 4 4 &8 8§ 3 3

NNBSP+1833+1821+182C+1822
NNBSP+1820 j

NNBSP+1821 j

Ablative Case
= =/

ABLATIVE CASE

NNBSP+1820+1834+1820

T 1

NNBSP+1821+1834+1821



Instrumental Case
o B el el

INSTRUMENTAL CASE
NNBSP+182A+1820+1837 M
NNBSP+182A+1821+1837 M
NNBSP+1822+1836+1820+1837 W"Q
NNBSP+1822+1836+1821+1837 W"Q

Comitative Case

R R
COMITATIVE CASE
NNBSP+1832+1820+1822 Sud
NNBSP+1832+1821+1822 Sud

NNBSP+182F+1824+182D+180E+1820 H'j

NNBSP+182F+1826+182D+1821 H“j

Eeflexive Case

sl wl ol e
REFLEXIVE CASE

NNBSP+1822+1836+1820+1828
NNBSP+1822+1836+1821+1828

NNBSP+182A+1820+1828

L T4 4

NNBSP+182A+1821+1828



Directive

—

DIRECTIVE CASE (may or may not use NNBSP)
NNBSP+1824+1837+1824+182D+1824 *UxﬂTﬂg

ReflexivetAccusative

ol =0

REFLEXIVE + ACCUSATIVE CASE

NNBSP+1836+1824+182D+1820+1828 W/

e

NNBSP+1836+1826+182D+1821+1828 Ww

Reflexivet+Dative—-Locative

REFLEXIVE+DATIVE-LOCATIVE CASE

NNBSP+1833+1820+182D+1820+1828 o™
NNBSP+1833+1821+182D+1821+1828 ‘3‘0“/

NNBSP+1832+1820+182D+1820+1828 '

NNBSP+1832+1821+182D+1821+1828 Ch{hf
Reflexive+Ablative

REFLEXIVE+ABLATIVE CASE

NNBSP+1820+1834+1820+182D+1820+1828 Frrmy

NNBSP+1821+1834+1821+182D+1821+1828 |:l(W



Reflexivet+Comitative

e

REFLEXIVE+COMITATIVE CASE

|

NNBSP+1832+1820+1836+1822+182D+1820+1828

e

NNBSP+1832+1821+1836+1822+182D+1821+1828

11

NNBSP+1832+1820+1822+182D+1820+1828

e

1

NNBSP+1832+1821+1822+182D+1821+1828

CASE-BOUND POSSESSION

I

CASE-BOUND POSSESSIVE CASE

7

NNBSP+182C+1822

T

NNBSP+182C+1822+1828

Plural

PLURAL (first form may connect directly also)

NNBSP+1824+1833
NNBSP+1826+1833
NNBSP+1828+1824+182D+1824+1833
NNBSP+1828+1826+182D+1826+1833

NNBSP+1828+1820+1837

ES S é;iii

NNBSP+1828+1821+1837



Negation
Lonlt

NEGATION (may or may not use NNBSP)

NNBSP+1826+182D+1821+1822 For(W

Ordinal

o goli gt grle

ORDINAL

NNBSP+1833+1824+182D+1820+1837 EFHTFQ
NNBSP+1833+1826+182D+1821+1837 S
NNBSP+1833+1820+182C+1822 GTOF

NNBSP+1833+1821+182C+1822 G"OV‘

Regular
G'“? )

REGULAR ACTION (may or may not use NNBSP)

NNBSP+1833+1820+182D GT“!

NNBSP+1833+1821+182D oY)



Appendix 11
The Encoding List of Mongolian Suffixes
Using New Proposed Solution

Vocative Case

1)
VOCATIVE CASE
1820+FVS2 j
1821+FVS1 j
Genetive Case
m" n? :nr) g g
GENITIVE CASE
1836+FVS1+1822+1828 W/

1824+FVS1+1828

o/
1826+FVS1+1828 U\/

1824+FVSI 6
1826+FVS2 6
Accusative Case
¢
ACCUSATIVE CASE
1822+FVS1 ¢

1836+FVS1+1822 V(\



Dative-Locative Case
@ o A M W o ghoah oy

DATIVE-LOCATIVE CASE

1833+FVS1+1824
1833+FVS1+1826

1832+1824

1832+1826
1833+FVS1+1824+1837
1833+FVS1+1826+FVS3+1837
1832+1824+1837
1832+1826+FVS3+1837

1833+FVS1+1820+182C+1822

£ 2442194883 3

1833+1821+182C+1822

1820+FVSI

~J

1821+FVS1 j

Ablative Case
= =/

ABLATIVE CASE

1820+FVS1+1834+1820

T 4

1821+1834+1821



Instrumental Case
o B el el

INSTRUMENTAL CASE
182A+1820+1837 M
182A+1821+1837 M
1822+FVS1+1836+FVS1+1820+1837 W"Q
1822+FVS1+1836+FVS1+1821+1837 W"Q

Comitative Case

o &ty M
COMITATIVE CASE
1832+1820+1822 q"'o
1832+1821+1822 Rut
182F+1824+182D+180E+1820 iUﬂla
182F +1826+FVS3+182D+1821 if‘*j
Reflexive Case
sl w! ol e
REFLEXIVE CASE

1822+FVS1+1836+FVS1+1820+1828

1822+FVS1+1836+FVS1+1821+1828

182A+1820+1828

L 24 4

182A+1821+1828



Directive

—

DIRECTIVE CASE (may or may not use NNBSP)
1824+1837+1824+182D+1824 ‘toxord

ReflexivetAccusative

ol =0

REFLEXIVE + ACCUSATIVE CASE

1836+1824+182D+1820+1828 W/

e

1836+1826+FVS3+182D+1821+1828 Ww

Reflexivet+Dative—-Locative

REFLEXIVE+DATIVE-LOCATIVE CASE

1833+FVS1+1820+182D+1820+1828 0’":“/
1833+FVS1+1821+182D+1821+1828 W
1832+1820+182D+1820+1828 0’":“/
1832+1821+182D+1821+1828 W

ReflexivetAblative

REFLEXIVE+ABLATIVE CASE

1820+FVS1+1834+1820+182D+1820+1828 ':' ”W

e

1821+1834+1821+182D+1821+1828 w



Reflexivet+Comitative

e

REFLEXIVE+COMITATIVE CASE

|

1832+1820+1836+FVS1+1822+182D+1820+1828

e

1832+1821+1836+FVS1+1822+182D+1821+1828

11

1832+1820+1822+182D+1820+1828

e

{

1832+1821+1822+182D+1821+1828

CASE-BOUND POSSESSION

I

CASE-BOUND POSSESSIVE CASE

182C+1822 ()

182C+1822+1828 w

Plural
wl wl el W, W W

PLURAL (first form may connect directly also)

1824+FVS1+1833 U'U'\}
1826+FVS1+1833 W/
1828+1824+182D+1824+1833 W/
1828+1826+FVS3+182D+1826+1833 W
1828+1820+1837 T’Q

1828+1821+1837 il



Negation
Lenls

NEGATION (may or may not use NNBSP)

1826+182D+1821+1822 oK
Ordinal
gom golh et gr(e

ORDINAL

18334 FVS1+1824+182D+1820+1837 gorh
1833+FVS1+1826+FVS3+182D+1821+1837

1833+FVS1+1820+182C+1822

> % 5

1833+FVS1+1821+182C+1822

Regular
G""J )

REGULAR ACTION (may or may not use NNBSP)

1833+FVS1+1820+182D

1833+FVS1+1821+182D

OTHERS (may or may not use NNBSP)

1833+FVS1+1820
1833+FVS1+1821

1833+FVS1+1824+1828+1822

4 %% 3 1

1833+FVS1+1826+FVS3+1828+1822



1833+ 1824+1828+1822 ror
’

1833+ 1826+FVS3+1828+1822
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