Evolution of Adlam Characters Since Encoding (2016-2024)

Neil Patel

1. Introduction

Since Adlam was encoded in 2016 (L2/13-191, L2/14-219R) the letterforms have evolved to address legibility,
ease-of-writing and typographic concerns. The degree of change ranges from dramatic restructuring of glyphs
particularly amongst the supplementary letters (([U+1E91C — U+1E921] [ U+1E93E - U+1E943]) to subtle
adjustments to stroke dynamics that simplify the letterforms, unify the visual language across the repertoire and
establish a better base form to accommodate diverse typographic treatments in the future. These changes have
occured incrementally over the span of 8 years, twice prompting the need for code chart updates. The first up-
date occured in 2019 (L2/19-119R) and the second in 2024.

This evolution is documented on the following pages. Renderings of the Adlam complement in the four primary
fonts are presented along with the year each version was released. Each revision was developed in coordination
with Abdoulaye and Ibrahima Barry using the feedback provided by the network of Adlam teachers. Positional
forms are included for fonts that support the connected variant of Adlam.

2. Glyph History

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
CAPITAL LETTER ALIF (U+1E900) = UPPERCASE A
Noto G GGG G GGG
Ebrima 2] b 5]
Kigelia b bl G Gk 6 GhLb 6 GAG 6 GOL
ADLaM Display G G G
SMALL LETTER ALIF (U+1E922) = LOWERCASE A
Noto 5 bbb b Ghb
Ebrima 8] 5 b
Kigelia b Llab b Gl bbb b bhlab b bbb
ADLaM Display (b] (] b]
CAPITAL LETTER DAALI (U+1E901) = UPPERCASE DA
Noto Y 4yyy Y yyy
Ebrima y y y
Kigelia Y44y 444y 444y Y 4yyy Yy 4y4yy
ADLaM Display Y Y Y
SMALL LETTER DAALI (U+1E923) = LOWERCASE DA
Noto  { Jdy Yy yyy
Ebrima J S| =
Kigelia Y yyy 4 y4y Y 44y Y 44y Y 44y
ADLaM Display Y Y S



| 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
CAPITAL LETTER LAAM (U+1E902) = UPPERCASE LA
Noto 9999 H HHUNA
Ebrima M i N
Kigelia HHUHH HHHUA HHHH  HHHH O HHH
ADLaM Display H A H
SMALL LETTER LAAM (U+1E924) = LOWERCASE LA
Noto 9999 9 1999
Ebrima 0 | -
Kigelia 9119 11199 9149 9119 9119
ADLaM Display L] ] ]
CAPITAL LETTER MIIM (U+1E903) = UPPERCASE MA
Noto 9999 S SISIS
Ebrima 9 q] S
Kigelia gl 9191491 S SIS1S S 31818 S SISIS S SISI1S
ADLaM Display S S S
SMALL LETTER MIIM (U+1E925) = LOWERCASE MA
Noto 3 333 9 999
Ebrima 9 3 S
Kigelia 9 999 9 999 3 888 S SSS S SSS
ADLaM Display S S S
CAPITAL LETTER BA (U+1E904) = UPPERCASE BA
Noto | [P1P}P R 12HRJP
Ebrima 1% 14 124
Kigelia 12 IPIPIP 1P IP1PlP (1220 o0 R | e 1e1esp
ADLaM Display e e e
SMALL LETTER BA (U+1E926) = LOWERCASE BA
Noto e lelele o lelelo
Ebrima le le 2]
Kigelia le ielele le lelele  lelplo Wk P leekp
ADLaM Display 2 2 e
CAPITAL LETTER SINNYIIHE (U+1E905) = UPPERCASE SA
Noto W Wy W uudo
Ebrima Wy W w
Kigelia Y ywyy W Widwo W uWw W W W Wil
ADLaM Display w w w
SMALL LETTER SINNYIIHE (U+1E927) = LOWERCASE SA
Noto (v lululy W W
Ebrima w w w
Kigelia wwuw W wuw wwwuww  wwww W W
ADLaM Display w w w



| 2017 | 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
CAPITAL LETTER PE (U+1E906) = UPPERCASE PA
Noto D RDD D DDD
Ebrima D D D
Kigelia D DDD D DDD D DDD D DDD D DDD
ADLaM Display D D (1]
SMALL LETTER PE (U+1E928) = LOWERCASE PA
Noto 0 0DD L _DD
Ebrima o] D D
Kigelia D DDD D DDD D DDD D DDD D DDD
ADLaM Display (1] o} o
CAPITAL LETTER BHE (U+1E907) = UPPERCASE BHA
Noto g 944 S SIS
Ebrima N Si A
Kigelia St SIS St SIS f 59 f 9499 f 149
ADLaM Display 3] fi i
SMALL LETTER BHE (U+1E929) = LOWERCASE BHA
Noto g d4qg g 9499
Ebrima g g <
Kigelia g 444 g 444 g 444 g 444 g 444
ADLaM Display g S S
CAPITAL LETTER RA (U+1E908) = UPPERCASE RA
Noto Y PPV ¥ HHE
Ebrima = (2 K
Kigelia M HHY Y HHP Y HHY E HHY E HHE
ADLaM Display [ [ (2
SMALL LETTER RA (U+1E92A) = LOWERCASE RA
Noto Y wpV b ek
Ebrima 9] 8] p
Kigelia b ppb b ppp bbb b bpp b bpb
ADLaM Display U b ]
CAPITAL LETTER E (U+1E909) = UPPERCASE E
Noto @ RRR B RRR
Ebrima 3 2} 3
Kigelia B BRR B BRA B R B RRI3 B RRI3
ADLaM Display Rk R R
SMALL LETTER E (U+1E92B) = LOWERCASE E
Noto @ RRB 3 31313
Ebrima 7] e} 7]
Kigelia R RRRB B RRRA B RRRB B RRR1 B RR3
ADLaM Display 7.} 7.3 R



| 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 2021 2022 2023 | 2024 |
CAPITAL LETTER FA (U+1E90A) = UPPERCASE FA
Noto A AAA h ARA
Ebrima A A R
Kigelia RARR A RAR RARRA  ARARR R AAA
ADLaM Display R R R
SMALL LETTER FA (U+1E92C) = LOWERCASE FA
Noto (5 Gf6 h RRH
Ebrima 6 B B
Kigelia b RAH b RRF b RAG b RAG b RAG
ADLaM Display (] B [
CAPITAL LETTER I (U+1E90B) = UPPERCASE I
Noto U ULILJ U uu
Ebrima U U ]
Kigelia U uw U wu U uu U U u
ADLaM Display V) V) )
SMALL LETTER I (U+1E92D) = LOWERCASE I
Noto U UL U uw
Ebrima U U u
Kigelia U wuw U uw U wu U uuw VIVINTY]
ADLaM Display U U (1]
CAPITAL LETTER O (U+1E90C) = UPPERCASE O
Noto C CLCO caac
Ebrima C C C
Kigelia C cee c Qac C QQqQ C aqa ¢ aaaq
ADLaM Display C C (o
SMALL LETTER O (U+1E92E) = LOWERCASE O
Noto O QQO C Q0C
Ebrima Q « a
Kigelia C aae C QqQc Q QQaQ Q 0QqQ Q QQaQ
ADLaM Display (4] Q 4]
CAPITAL LETTER DHA (U+1E90D) = UPPERCASE DHA
Noto Y guy g aayg
Ebrima a a g
Kigelia slelels sllelele slelele] slelelsl slielels|
ADLaM Display 8 a8 a8
SMALL LETTER DHA (U+1E92F) = LOWERCASE DHA
Noto d ddd d dadd
Ebrima a d d
Kigelia d ddd d ddd d odo d dod 0 ddod
ADLaM Display d d d



2017 2018 | 2019 | 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
CAPITAL LETTER YHE (U+1E90E) = UPPERCASE YHA
Noto & &c&¢ ccce
Ebrima ¢ ¢ C
Kigelia dddd ddde ddde ¢ ¢cc ddde
ADLaM Display ¢ ¢ ¢
SMALL LETTER YHE (U+1E930) +LOWERCASE YHA
Noto C T cccc
Ebrima T C c
Kigelia i dde dddd ddd dddd ddda
ADLaM Display T (o T
CAPITAL LETTER WAW (U+1E90F) = UPPERCASE WA
Noto [ FIFTIFT Fl FLFLA
Ebrima A F Fl
Kigelia A FLFLA H FLFLA H FLFLH I FLFLH F FLFLH
ADLaM Display A A A
SMALL LETTER WAW (U+1E931) = LOWERCASE WA
Noto £l FLFLA A FLFLA
Ebrima 1 A A
Kigelia Al FLALA A FLAA A FLALA A AAA A AAA
ADLaM Display A A A
CAPITAL LETTER NUN (U+1E910) = UPPERCASE NA
Noto g adq a aaaqa
Ebrima a a a
Kigelia d ada a ada a ddaaqa d dda d dda
ADLaM Display a a a
SMALL LETTER NUN (U+1E932) = LOWERCASE NA
Noto g aaa 2222
Ebrima a a e
Kigelia 2 222 c 222 2 aac 2 aac 2 aac
ADLaM Display 2 e 4
CAPITAL LETTER KAF (U+1E911) = UPPERCASE KA
Noto  FH FAHAA A AAA
Ebrima F H A
Kigelia H AAA H AHA H HAAHA H HHA H HHA
ADLaM Display A A A
SMALL LETTER KAF (U+1E933) = LOWERCASE KA
Noto  FH FH+AH A AAA
Ebrima A A A
Kigelia A AAA E e E A ARA A AAA A ARA
ADLaM Display A A A



2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
CAPITAL LETTER YA (U+1E912) = UPPERCASE YA
Noto 3333 331313
Ebrima 3 3 S
Kigelia 31 313131 331313 3 3313 33383 3 31383
ADLaM Display 3 3 3
SMALL LETTER YA (U+1E934) = LOWERCASE YA
Noto 3 333 3 333
Ebrima 3 3 3
Kigelia 3333 3333 3333 3333 3333
ADLaM Display 3 3 3
CAPITAL LETTER U (U+1E913) = UPPERCASE U
Noto (Y DY ¥ M»
Ebrima (7] 13} (]
Kigelia GRGIGIG R RG] DoRP QLR OeRD
ADLaM Display o (U] o
SMALL LETTER U (U+1E935) = LOWERCASE U
Noto @ LW o Uy
Ebrima ® 17 &
Kigelia U Wy U Wy O e O CRP eelele)
ADLaM Display ] (] o
CAPITAL LETTER JIIM (U+1E914) = UPPERCASE JA
Noto (J 2D 7 MM
Ebrima m m M
Kigelia M mMmm M Mmm MMoOMmMm MmMoynm Mmonm
ADLaM Display M Mm Mm
SMALL LETTER JIIM (U+1E936) = LOWERCASE JA
Noto 0] mon) m mmm
Ebrima m m m
Kigelia m mumm m mumm m mumm m mmm m mumm
ADLaM Display m m m
CAPITAL LETTER CHI (U+1E915) = UPPERCASE TCHA
Noto 8 8aaa d aaqa
Ebrima a a d
Kigelia d aa4d tlaRatatel d ddad d ddd d ddd
ADLaM Display a a a
SMALL LETTER CHI (U+1E937) = LOWERCASE TCHA
Noto @O QQH [aYeYaYe)
Ebrima Fa fa) o)
Kigelia lalfaYoYal laleYelo) [aYeYeTYe) laNeYelo) [aYeYele)
ADLaM Display 3 S Fol



| 2017 | 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 | 2024

CAPITAL LETTER HA (U+1E916) = UPPERCASE HA

Noto 5 AhAh%H plebb
Ebrima 3 5 D)
Kigelia 514hh5 54955 JJ10 JJ10 J310
ADLaM Display p) p) p)
SMALL LETTER HA (U+1E938) = LOWERCASE HA
Noto 5 AHhAhH 5295
Ebrima 5 5 3
Kigelia BIBBB 5909 5295 32925 3295
ADLaM Display 5 5 b)
CAPITAL LETTER QAAF (U+1E917) = UPPERCASE QA
Noto 9 YYY H HAUY
Ebrima 9H 9 e
Kigelia H HHH H HHA H HHH el atata il atata
ADLaM Display Y e e
SMALL LETTER QAAF (U+1E939) = LOWERCASE QA
Noto 9] glaglol 9 9isl9
Ebrima 9 9 td
Kigelia 9 9ud 9 9l9ldl Y 9494 g eer g et
ADLaM Display | e e
CAPITAL LETTER GA (U+1E918) = UPPERCASE GA
Noto B BBEB 8388
Ebrima ) S S
Kigelia 3338 3 388 3 888 8 888 8888
ADLaM Display - S S
SMALL LETTER GA (U+1E93A) = LOWERCASE GA
Noto B yyy ER-CL
Ebrima g g =]
Kigelia 333y 3 kky 3318 3 318 3318
ADLaM Display s s s
CAPITAL LETTER NYA (U+1E919) = UPPERCASE NYA
Noto 3 888 &8 &88
Ebrima 8 a a
Kigelia & &aaq & &ad & &aaa & &aad & &dd
ADLaM Display 8§ 8§ 8
SMALL LETTER NYA (U+1E93B) = LOWERCASE NYA
Noto §8S8S & &84
Ebrima 5 8 &
Kigelia & 888 & 888 & 688 & 658 & 858458
ADLaM Display 8§ 8 &



| 2017 | 2018 | 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
CAPITAL LETTER TU (U+1E91A) = UPPERCASE TA
Noto (R MUQN M mom
Ebrima m m m
Kigelia M Mmoo M mnmnmn 0 Mmmn M Mmom o eeesn
ADLaM Display m m m
SMALL LETTER TU (U+1E93C)= LOWERCASE TA
Noto (@ o M nmomn
Ebrima n n 1
Kigelia 0 omo @ oo R R R AR [ R
ADLaM Display n n 1<)
CAPITAL LETTER NHA (U+1E91B) = UPPERCASE NHA
Noto & AWA\A\ @ eRP
Ebrima & & &
Kigelia & &RAE & ee® & &P & &k & &k
ADLaM Display @ @ @
SMALL LETTER NHA (U+1E93D) = LOWERCASE NHA
Noto A A[J &P PR
Ebrima 2 & &
Kigelia & 22T 2 22T 2 22T 2 22T 2 222
ADLaM Display & & &
CAPITAL LETTER VA (U+1E91C) = UPPERCASE VA
Noto ([ (AAA [ MAA
Ebrima A H H
Kigelia A AAA A AAA A AAA A AAA A ARA
ADLaM Display R R R
SMALL LETTER VA (U+1E93E) = LOWERCASE VA
Noto A AAA A A
Ebrima A A n
Kigelia A AAA A AAA A AAR A AAA A AR
ADLaM Display n n n
CAPITAL LETTER KHA (U+1E91D) = UPPERCASE KHA
Noto FE FEFEFE £ EFERE
Ebrima £ fE R
Kigelia fE R R RERR kR RARERRE RARERER
ADLaM Display Rk K Rk
SMALL LETTER KHA (U+1E93F) = LOWERCASE KHA
Noto | lelelke E AR
Ebrima [ K e
Kigelia AR AR fE LR f AR f AR
ADLaM Display [ R [



| 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
CAPITAL LETTER GBE (U+1E91E) = UPPERCASE GBA
Noto § G944 iR iR
Ebrima 4 74 R
Kigelia R iR R RRR R RHH R HHR R 2HR
ADLaM Display R R R
SMALL LETTER GBE (U+1E940) = LOWERCASE GBA
Noto g @gg R RPP
Ebrima e ) B
Kigelia D PP 2 RPP 2 DPP 2 BPP 2 BRP
ADLaM Display Y Y Y
CAPITAL LETTER ZAL (U+1E91F) = UPPERCASE ZA
Noto ¥l KLU M MMHMH
Ebrima m M H
Kigelia H MMM M MHMHMH H HHH N Y R R
ADLaM Display t t n
SMALL LETTER ZAL (U+1E941) = LOWERCASE ZA
Noto @ 22D m mmm
Ebrima m m m
Kigelia m mmm m mmm o mmm mn mmm m mmm
ADLaM Display o0 L e
CAPITAL LETTER KPO (U+1E920) = UPPERCASE KPA
Noto P PRPR R RRR
Ebrima e e B
Kigelia R PRPP L ePP R RRR B BBD B BBP
ADLaM Display e B R
SMALL LETTER KPO (U+1E942) = LOWERCASE KPA
Noto  © RRP B BRP
Ebrima R 8] R
Kigelia R PRP P PP L RRP B RRR B RRR
ADLaM Display e e e
CAPITAL LETTER SHA (U+1E921) = UPPERCASE SHA
Noto W NN (A HUAIA
Ebrima W A R
Kigelia H HWAA  H FAHA AR AR R RAR
ADLaM Display 1] R 1]
SMALL LETTER SHA (U+1E943) = LOWERCASE SHA
Noto W WWW H HUHIAH
Ebrima UV H w
Kigelia HUHHH W BUHIA H AR B\ RAR W o
ADLaM Display A -] (1]



2017

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

2023

2024

Noto

Ebrima
Kigelia
ADLaM Display

Noto

Ebrima
Kigelia
ADLaM Display

Noto

Ebrima

Kigelia

ADLaM Display

Noto

Ebrima

Kigelia

ADLaM Display

Noto

Ebrima

Kigelia

ADLaM Display

Noto

Ebrima

Kigelia

ADLaM Display

Noto

Ebrima

Kigelia

ADLaM Display

Noto

Ebrima

Kigelia

ADLaM Display

ALIF LENGTHENER (U+1E944) - lowercase

-

ALIF LENGTHENER (U+1E944) - uppercase

S

I -

~ ~ ~

VOWEL LENGTHENER (U+1E945) - lowercase

<

VOWEL LENGTHENER (U+1E945) - uppercase

7

GEMINATION MARK (U+1E946) - lowercase

GEMINATION MARK (U+1E946) - uppercase

HAMZA (U+1E9%47)

CONSONANT MODIFIER (U+1E948)

v
v v

v v v

10




2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
GEMINATE CONSONANT MODIFIER (U-+1E949)
Noto b4 bt
Ebrima b & &
Kigelia 2 = - - s
ADLaM Display b b bt
NUKTA (U+1E94A)
Noto
Ebrima
Kigelia s A A
ADLaM Display
EXCLAMATION MARK (U+1E95E)
Noto )] J
Ebrima J J J
Kigelia J J J J J
ADLaM Display 4 . 4
QUESTION MARK (U+1E95F)
Noto 2 g
Ebrima g g g
Kigeli : g g g g
ADLaM Display é é é
NASALIZATION MARK (U-+1E94B)
Noto r
Ebrima ' !
Kigelia L L s o L
ADLaM Display ' 1 '
DIGITS (U+1E950 - U+1E959)
Noto P1Rt-Ps olie
ZGtagetd S]R8?
Ebrima (0] k=< 011€e¢ L1750
CARBY  SRRY¥? P8R4
Kigelia Ol1eeL O11EL oliee 071eeL 0J1¥es
ERR8? SRRB? S4KR8? S4R8Y S4R8Y
. o11&¢e o148 o1
ADLaM Display 8ER¥Y LARYY  LARY?
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3. Font Info

Noto is a copyright and trademark of Google Inc. and is released under the SIL OFL license. Noto Sans Adlam
is supplied with the Android and MacOS/iOS operating systems and also is available through Google Fonts.

Ebrima is a copyright and trademark of Microsoft Corporation and released under a proprietary license. Ebrima
is supplied with the Windows operating system.

Kigelia is a copyright and trademark of JamraPatel LLC and is released under a proprietary license. Kigelia is
supplied with Microsoft Office products.

ADLaM Display is a copyright of Microsoft Corporation and is released under the SIL OFL license. ADLaM
Display is supplied with Microsoft Office products and is available through Google Fonts.

4, Version History

Version Date Notes
1 2024-08-21 | Initial Version
2 2024-08-23 | Added commonly used short letter names to the table
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