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PROPOSAL SUMMARY FORM

A. Administrative

1.Title:

Proposal to add the Greek Capital Lunate Sigma Symbol to the UCS
2. Requester's name:

Thesaurus Linguae Graecae Project (University of California, Irvine)
3. Requester type:

Expert contribution

4. Submission date:

2002-8-21

5. Requester's reference:

6a. Completion

This is a complete proposal.

6b. More information to be provided?

No.

B. Technical - General

1a. New Script? Name?

No.

1b. Addition of character(s) to existing block? Name?

Yes. Greek (proposed position: U+03F9)

2. Number of characters in proposal:

One

3. Proposed category:

A

4. Proposed Level of Implementation:

Level 1 noncombining character

5a. Character name provided?

Yes.

5b. Character name in accordance with guidelines:

Yes.

5c. Character shape reviewable?

Yes

6a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font for publishing the standard?
TLG Project

6b. Fonts currently available.

Glyph exists in a number of existing Greek fonts e.g. Monotype Porson.

6¢c. Font format:

True Type

7a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided?
Yes (see below)

7b. Are published examples of use of proposed character attached?

Yes.

8. Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing?
No.




C. Technical - Justification

1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before?
No.
2. Has contact been made to members of the user community?

Yes. The TLG Project has been in contact with a great number of experts in the field of Classics
including textual criticism, papyrology, epigraphy, numismatics and historical linguistics.

3. Information on the user community for the proposed character:

Scholarly community and individuals interested in Greek literature.

4. The context of use for the proposed character:

Common in extant Greek texts.

5. Is the proposed character in current use by the user community?

Yes. Character is present in various editions of Greek texts and used extensively.

6. After giving due considerations to the principles in Principles and Procedures document,
must the proposed character be entirely in the BMP?

Yes.
6b. Rationale provided?
Contemporary use, keeping character together with other Greek characters.

7. Should the proposed character be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being
scattered)?

Small Letter Lunate Sigma is already present in UTS as 03F2. Greek Capital Lunate Sigma
Symbol should follow as codepoint 03F9.

8. Can the proposed character be considered a presentation form of an existing
character or character sequence?

No.

9. Can the proposed character be encoded using a composed character sequence of either
existing characters or other proposed characters?

No.

10. Can the proposed character be considered to be similar (in appearance
or function) to an existing character?

Similar but not identical to 0043 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER C

11a. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite
sequences?

No.

12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as
control function or similar semantics?

No.
13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility character(s)?
No.




Proposal1

Greek Capital Lunate Sigma is a widely used version of the Greek letter sigma, employed
over many centuries and in many contexts (e.g. epigraphical, papyrological, modern
typesetting).

Greek Small Lunate Sigma is already present in Unicode Standard 3.2 and has the
codepoint 03F2. The lowercase lunate sigma is conventionally written as a distinct
character from the uppercase character (see Example 1 below) which is currently not
present in the Unicode Standard. In some cases both types of sigma—Iunate and non-
lunate—may be required in the same text. Examples 2 and 3 below show modern printed
editions which employ both types of sigma in the same text.

Therefore the addition of the uppercase character is necessary for the correct and accurate
representation of ancient and medieval Greek texts. It is also necessary in order to
complement the Greek Small Lunate Sigma which already exists in the Unicode
Standard.
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Greek Capital Letter Lunate Sigma2

C U+03F9 Greek Capital Letter Lunate Sigma Symbol

Example 1
Aétius Med., Iatricosum liber i. Chapter P
0 Tuplibec almdy Bévvua kel TO emippéov dvacTéAdel xai

EVOV Diogopel.
vév. ‘Onde femi Bepude xai Aemrouephic, dic ol kot droi. Tt
i purmiedy, B xei Téc by dpBakuoic ovhdc aroxkabaipe
, , ©ou piy akda kol Umoxdcec xkal dufluwricic Taic iy s
Tayoc urpdl virvoudveic drtofdv papucxoy.
F&pwux‘f Aemtopepolc Ectt wai Tiapopnricic buvduewe: Enpaiver T
€ Tap xoi BEpucivel karé THv Tpitnv TAEv.
rEL’rhuuv. :_ct:'l udkicd’ fee peréyel eripele Te dua kol pugewe, Tvae
crep i wTefée, waBaiper kal dvemhnpoi Ta Urpa Ty Ehedv kadhicta. m

Capro l"u'm baxpuov ot bévbpou mepakod, uirdy ™Y duvouy rvg
tumhactfiic € Tivoc ovciac xoi Jpoaxeiec mikpdc, GBev dbfrTwe
giver ghi bia tolto Tpovuere kol

Olivieri, A., Aétii Amideni libri medicinales i-iv (Teubner, Leipzig, 1935) 129

Example 2
Synesius Phil., Hymni. Hymn 1 line 12
“Aye pot, Yuxé, s Emi Te wTOAlWY,
lepols Unvols kpavalv T 6@231:.
hf aAhopEva kol Kord KAswvoV
ﬁlff!uéu; ' ddTav TEdiwY

oTéaw 51BUpoUS

s svamon SlTTROVS, w yulov Tapols,

9chpnooe VOOV

ATrod,
[opevels pUdS. : \ uéuu.
BogtAfjt Jedv \ e obpet
mAlKopsy OTEQOVOV, vk
0 en(T") Guaipov,

* Approximately 1,500 occurances of this character in the TLG corpus.




Example 3a
Theodorus Metochites, Carmina XIV-XX, Poem 17 line 319
1. 21| O@ELOL TeEAEUTONY, O05E m{pﬁpﬂg oM TI:J_I'I'E

Tls Bpopov Eooet’ delhedoas dnpbokomor duei.
kal TaBe Bnrol Td T' dud’ ApdoSos—-
Alylmrowo, TNMohukpdreds Te Tupdiworf

320 loTopéel oweyols Ekat’ etmpayins dp

gu T avnpdv kpdoios, boyve Tcheadboor éda
Featherstone, J.M., Theodore Metochites’ Poems to “Himself” (Vienna, 2000) 86

Example 3b
Theodorus Metochites, Carmina XIV-XX, Poem 19 line 44

covplar ¥ Tva duyxds dpitipa kThpaTa

[f. 22 ap Eoav odétep’ alTol kmiparta kapt’ Epateld
weos Td pév obmot’ deaiphoortd Tis alrob
i mwot' dv Spdoas dwavta kpatepbs Pl

TR pd pfTe ob, Bupé, pdX' dx’ dxileo Toiote

TpMypact Tolow éyor dvtnoa viv dpyaiéolow,

ol yap dgfenu’ olire mot' ddapiioop’ & y' Eaow,
Featherstone, J.M., 7 heodore Metochites’ Poems to “Himself” (Vienna, 2000) 114




