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Having referring to the kind opinions from foreign experts, we will give further
explanation about Nushu proposal.

1. About strokes. components and order.

Nishu has its special spelling rules: from the top to the bottom; from the right to the
left. There are only two basic strokes for Nishu: the dot “dian” and the arc stroke “hu”.
These two kinds of strokes come with some variant ones, such as the half circle and some
falling left or right strokes. Strictly speaking, there is neither the linked stroke nor the
folded stroke. Even a circle is composed of two arcs. The stroke count of these characters
is determined strictly by the amount of their basic strokes rather than their components.
There existed about one hundred components, but the total number of Nishu basic
characters is only 385. So ordering the characters by the component is not a good idea
and not necessary. The sub-ordering is impossible and hard to achieve.

Based on the situation, we order the characters by the amount of strokes. And within
the same stroke, we order them by their sounds which appear to us in the form of
International Phonetic Alphabets. This method is widely used for lexicography.

In fact we have set up two tables by the order of the strokes and the sounds, which are
attached to the end of Chinese Niishu works collection, and the order of Nishu characters
mainly based on that.

The order of encoded characters can refer to the paper the research of basic
characters of Nushu and their origin, which is attached in the end.

2. the number of Nishu characters

There are 385 basic characters from 1B000 to 1B180 and 64 variant allographs encoded
from 1B181 to1B1C1. We picked up these characters from the works of Chinese Nishu
works collection, which contains more than 90% original ecological data. And the
detailed information of every Nushu elderly woman is as following:

basic characters The number of basic | The total number of characters
character in their works

44 The anonymous 358 34800

EGao Yinxian 334 62100

NXAFEAEY{ Nianhua 362 49700

FHMe s Yang Huanyi | 304 36000

{a[¥f 38 He Yanxin 380 39600

We have analyzed and researched all of the characters in the works above, found their
origin from Chinese characters, and the characters with different origin and with highest



frequency is regarded as basic characters.

There is another book Nushu characters comparison, in which we included all the Nushu
graphs and their corresponding sounds in the dialect. Besides that, we listed the
frequency of every graph after we did an exact statistics. That is our basis of
identification of basic characters and the allograph.

3. the identification of allographs and basic characters and the explanation of

encoding only certain allographs.

The principles of identifying encoded allograph are as following:

A. Theory thesis: character cell .

B. Frequency standard: the character with the highest frequency is prior.

Characters with the same origin, pronunciation, configuration methods and with no
distinction in the meaning are seen as allograph, and characters with the highest frequency
is as the basic, others as allograph.

But not all the allographs are encoded. Because some allographs are of lower frequency
and only used by one elderly woman, they are ignored and not encoded.
All the graphs of y** example are as the following table:

y” 4 i 3{0
Uq05

] i" & i"
5% 1 Wz AR 10 Wia135%2 Uzs s W Rs

’i ﬁﬂlo 30 ﬁﬂ54 é: ﬁﬂs Q')ﬁnll *p ﬁﬂll

iﬁ g l{’ 13, \\}: U1, :?Gﬁﬂll

There are three main graphs for the sound of io ‘{a 4 y*2 415908912 the general
structure is the same, the 3rd is only used by one women, and has a lower frequency
while other women used the first two graphs frequently. And the 2" one differs a lot with
the first one, and has a rather high frequency. So the 2™ is encoded while the 3" is not.

: {.é )f: 1586-334-17 _
In the niang example X" I IR , the three graphs has a same Chinese source
“Z£” The distinction between the former two graphs lies only in the arrangement order,

and the main part is the same. The 3 is seldom used and the 1% has an absolute
advantage on frequency. So we just encode the 1%

In fact, we are trying to set up a formal standard by identifying the basic characters.
They should be first considered and spread. The reason why we encode some allographs
is that some of them exists largely and it is possible to come down in the long run. But we
still prefer to the basic characters, because it is enough to record the dialect.

Generally, there are two pieces of paper < & 72/ FHE> HIF AR L1575 571
4+# which are included in the Nishu characters comparison, published by Intellectual
Property Press, 2006. they are specially referring to the solving the problem of character



frequency and the allograph.

4. Mapping of allographic variants to their respective bases and Mapping to
source Chinese character

There is an authoritative paper the research of Nushu basic characters and their

origination by Zhao Liming who is a famous expert on Nishu. It gave us a good
identification of the Chinese characters for those in Nushu. This paper also listed the
allographs corresponding to the basic characters of Nishu. It can be attached in the end.

5. Names and Syllabic values:

To provide the syllables in the names of the Nushu is not necessary.
Nishu is a syllable script, but it records the local dialect. Nishu elderly women use one
character to represent a syllable and record a group of homophone or characters with
similar sound in their dialect. But there is difference between the dialect and Chinese, so
it is complicated relationship between Chinese and Nishu. That is, a Nishu character
may have several sounds because it represents several similar syllables and one syllable
may have several graphs to correspond to (with different tones included). That is why
Nishu just have only less than 400 basic characters. We encoding some allographs add
the complexity of naming to some extent.

Since Chinese character is the source of Nishu, Nushu can follow the naming rules of
Chinese characters.
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Summery: Nu Shu refers to characters used by female in Jiang Yong south China’s Hunan province. Ms.Yang
Huanyi, known as the last woman proficient in the Nushu writing passed away on the September 20, 2004, which
marks the end of female literature’s original ecologic history.

People are interested in a number of questions about Female Literature, such as how many characters in it? How
long is its history? How was it initiated?

After two-year’s effort of saving female literature, teachers and students in Tsinghua University succeeded in
translating 640 articles of female scripts. They have printed and published Chinese Female Literature Collection,
Female Script Dictionary and established Female Literature’s Characters’ Database. These accomplishments offer
scientific evidence and means to study on female script. This book answers two questions: The minimum number
of Female Scripts’ Characters and the origin of them. It will help us have a better understanding of the history of
female script.

This article shows the result of extensive research based on original female literature materials of over 220
thousand characters. In the meantime, it proved that Nu Shu comes from Chinese characters after “Kai Shu”.

Key word: Nu Shu (Female Literature) Basic Character Number of Character Character Origin
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