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i Introduction

A kind of rural women-only Character Set
> Area

> Character shape

> Nature

> Character number
> Other features

> value
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Xiaoshui Valley of Jiangyong, Hunan Province, China.

Two character systems O



i area

= NUshu originates from Chinese characters.
= a variant form of Kaishu (a regular Chinese script).

It appears to be italics, like Chinese character "%”.
= spelling order is from top-right to bottom-left.

There are three kinds of situations for its origin
from Chinese character.

see the relationship with Chinese characters
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R?Eltionship with Chinese character

1. Borrow the whole character body, and
change it from squared-shape to italic

i
Fa ]
e'g' #;m;"i [!';':_-3'3 fi-}lf’r|:iJ &E;L_Z)

» some of them are reversed from Chinese
character and become italic.

X |
€.9. 7w é (@) 5@ b ke
~some are changed italic from simplified character

J
e.g. ﬁ(lﬁ) % (M ] (%) ;é (R) "It (07 &(ﬂ)
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R?Eltionship with Chinese character

2.some changes occur to the main body of Chinese
character, but it is obvious to keep its Chinese shape.
i 4 | 4
eglmimlolede el e

= Some changes look more obvious than the above,
but still kept Chinese trail.

e.g. g | ]
¥ (F) X (7 *? (F) %‘4 (BH) i\ (%) éj" () ﬁ ()

3. sound signs and character-cluster: Some clusters
contain more than 10 characters.

e.g.
R
Aoy —> i W

e

W
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i Nature

= Syllable character.

l.e. a character represents an independent
syllable that records a group of
homophones or characters with similar
pronunciation in their local dialect.
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Character number

= As a mature syllable word system, less than 400
basic characters are enough to record and represent
more than 400 syllables (about 1200 with tones
Included ) in the local Chenguan dialect.

= due to individual habit, every Nushu elderly women
prefer certain characters to others. So allograph
comes. But the number of all signs is no more than
600.

There will be a further argumentation about the basic characters and allograph.
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i Other features

o free. open. natural and positive.

= Seven-character songbook is the main form
besides few five-character poems.
Autobiographies, letters, folk songs, monody,
narration and translation constitute its most
contents

= cloth covers, scrip, fans, cloth-handkerchiefs
and flowered belt are available to write on.

2007-9-17 Nushu



Poems on the fan
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aterial

i Writing m
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i Process description

s the collection and collation of Nushu
characters

= the judgment and collation of Nushu
basic and variant characters

= Code object
= order rules
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i the collection and collation

n Chinese Mishu works collection, 2005 :

more than 90% original ecological data.
» Jiangyongq dialect research,1993

= We Iidentified every Nushu character of the
book by finding its corresponding Chinese
character, represented its sound and set a
character table respectively in the order of

strokes and phonetics.
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i Chinese Nushu works colle

o ZwE

2007-9-17 Nushu

ction

14



iBasic characters and allograph

Basis a: character-cell theory

a. with the same origin

b. with the same configuration methods

c. with the same pronunciation

d. with no distinction in the meaning. (substitutable )
Basis b: character frequency

Characters complied with the above features but with
different graphs are regarded as allograph. The
character with the highest frequency is called the
basic and others as allograph.

H B Vv Vv Vv Vv 1R

referring to ‘Mishu basic characters and their origin verificationi, 2006
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i Code object

= characters with different origin are
regarded as different ones and given
respective code.

€.0.% 'ﬁ j-) (occasionally é\%},which comes from

£>;—‘(J\¥‘O>
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i Code object

= characters with tiny stroke distinction
(such as the distinction between linked
stroke and broken one) are seen as one
graph, and the one that has the highest
frequency Is representative and coded.

: h * 4 1563 ;l Y
Fg { fHiap” 1 A L e
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i Code object

= characters with some distinction of
minor part such as its position, quantity
and shape but the same main structure
and configuration contour are regarded
different, and coded separately. But the
character with lower frequency is
regarded as allograph.

O Eg {i‘ if' ,‘ gL } \f | faiess-._;u:-ﬂ-?.zs
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i Example ¥ ¥ 4 41 se0-89-12
e %ég iﬂ 40 103 i M 5 ia MR f U 255K 5 i%l'[l 14178 3
i{ 10 10 )Iﬂ - %ﬂ I fE 20 1 }’# I
ill" 0 5 iy %" i :}QEZI] .
b .m, iy
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i Code object

= sometimes characters with similar
component and configuration are spelled
confusedly They are coded as allograph.

€.d.

1837 %71
| tor BT e

= |later-created :not in accordance with Nushu
spelling rules. They are later-created
subjectively and not coded. #, ¥
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i Order rules

¢ The basic characters are coded first and
the allograph following.

449characters are coded all-together.

basic C
allogra

naracters:385, 1B000..1B180

ohs: 64, 1B181..1B1C1

Order standard: strokes and sound.
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i name rules

= we can use the Chinese naming rule to
name Nushu character. Its name Is the

corresponding code sequence number:
Nishu-1BXXX.
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i Supplementary Note

= the font of NuUshu characters is made by
Weifang Beida Jade Bird Huaguang
Imagesetter Co., Ltd which Is famous
and professional in China. And the
codes of characters begin from 1B0O0O0.
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i Prospects

= a hew category to various characters;

= Has great academic value to history,
linguistics, folklore and literature;

= Of great impetus to the research of female
culture and information processing;

= made good use of to modern mind cure.
and has a universal meaning in the world.
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+

= THANK YOU!

= WELCOME YOUR QUESTION!
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