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1. Introduction 

This document proposes to add 23 non-Han-like characters in our database of the East Asian Buddhist 

scriptures that may not be suitable to be included in the CJK Unified Ideographs extensions. Their 

varied degrees of characteristics shared with CJK ideographs, attestation in the Chinese text, and 

tendency to have multiple variant forms more Han-compatible in appearance contribute to their 

unclear status under the current encoding model in UCS. Following our submission of several Han-

like variants to IRG as to be a part of CJKUI (IRG N2485), and its recommendation that some of them 

be encoded outside CJKUI (IRG N2500, IRG N2506), we decided to defer their encoding to WG2. 

 

2. Repertoire 

# Glyph SAT Code Name (Proposed) Related/Similar to 

1 

 

SAT-00431 
BUDDHIST INCANTATION 

SYLLABLE WU1 

U+3288, 

U+2D35A 

2 

 

SAT-00435 
BUDDHIST MONOGRAM FOR SVASTI 

SIGN 

IRG Ext. F 01322, 

IRG WS2021-00718 



# Glyph SAT Code Name (Proposed) Related/Similar to 

3 

 

SAT-00436 
BUDDHIST SCRIPT RIGHT-FACING 

SVASTI SIGN 

U+0FD5, 

U+5350, U+2CF03 

4 

 

SAT-00437 
BUDDHIST RIGHT-FACING CURLED 

SVASTI SIGN 

U+0FD5, U+0FD7, 

U+5350, U+2CF03 

5 

 

SAT-01301 KATAKANA DIGRAPH TOKI IRG WS2021-00020 

6 

 

SAT-01303 
KATAKANA-IDEOGRAPH LIGATURE 

TOIU 
IRG WS2021-00021 

7 

 

SAT-03070 CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH CATTLE  

8 

 

SAT-03071 CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH BUDDHA  

9 

 

SAT-03072 
CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH LEFT-FACING 

SVASTI SIGN 
 

10 

 

SAT-03606 
CIRCLED TRIPLE BROKEN 

HORIZONTAL BARS TOP-ALIGNED 
 

11 

 

SAT-04148 
CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH SIMPLIFIED 

BUDDHA 
U+32F0 

12 

 

SAT-04149 CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH HUMAN U+3266 

13 

 

SAT-04152 CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH TWENTY  



# Glyph SAT Code Name (Proposed) Related/Similar to 

14 

 

SAT-04154 CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH EYE  

15 

 

SAT-04332 
BUDDHIST INCANTATION 

SYLLABLE YAN1 
IRG WS2021-00765 

16 

 

SAT-05240 ZETIAN MANUSCRIPT YUE4 U+56DD 

17 

 

SAT-05386 BUDDHIST SYMBOL FOR USSNIISSA  

18 

 

SAT-05703 
BUDDHIST MANDALIC SYMBOL 

TOP-FACING CRESCENT 
U+1F319 

19 

 

SAT-05704 
BUDDHIST MANDALIC SYMBOL 

TOP-FACING HALF MOON 
U+25D3, U+25E1 

20 

 

SAT-05707 
BUDDHIST MANDALIC SYMBOL 

SQUARED TOP-FACING CRESCENT 
 

21 

 

SAT-05708 
BUDDHIST MANDALIC SYMBOL 

SQUARED TOP-FACING HALF MOON 
 

22 

 

SAT-05940 ZETIAN MANUSCRIPT RI4 
U+211A0, 

IRG WS2021-00760 

23 

 

SAT-06315 
BUDDHIST INCANTATION 

SYLLABLE YIN1 
IRG WS2021-00002 

 

3. Description 

#1, #15, #23: Esoteric incantation syllabics found in Shi Moheyan Lun 釋摩訶衍論, an influential 

apocrypha composed between the 7–8th centuries. Names represent their pronunciation rendered in 

Mandarin (pinyin). Most other more Han-like syllabics that cooccur with them are encoded as CJK 



Unified Ideographs. 

 

#2: A character with obscure composition meaning wàn or svastika, found in Fanyi Mingyi Ji 翻譯名

義集, an important 12th century Sanskrit-Chinese dictionary. While the glyph is considerably different 

among witnesses, our source is based on a 14th century manuscript titled Hōsatsushō 寶册鈔 which 

cites this passage. 

 

#3, #4: Characters found in Hōsatsushō 寶册鈔 citing other books. 

 

#5, #6: Pre-modern Japanese polysyllabic or ligatured kana letters (gōryaku-gana 合略仮名) for 

common words and phrases, used in a way similar to medieval Latin abbreviations. Although they 

appear in the katakana environment, those characters have been encoded in CJK Unified Ideographs 

blocks in UCS due to their usage in Japanese administrative systems, except one U+20FF 

KATAKANA DIGRAPH KOTO. 

 

#7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #13, #14: Riddle characters found in Rentian Yanmu 人天眼目 and other 

Chán (Zen) masters’ discourse records. While technically can be equated with enclosed ideographs, 

they symbolize some metaphysical teachings of Chán schools, that are not directly associated with 

each character inside. 

 

#16, #22: Non-printed variants of Zetian characters 則天文字 (characters invented by Empress Wu, 

who was a patron of Buddhism at the time). As attested in early inscriptions, some characters are 

thought to generally have rounded strokes in their original forms. Names represent their 

pronunciations rendered in Mandarin (pinyin). 

 

#17: A character depicts uṣṇīṣa (Buddha’s topknot) found in Gyōrinshō 行林抄, a 12th century 

esoteric ritual manual (18th century manuscript). 

 

#18, #19, #20, #21: Symbols indicating elemental associations of saints, used in abstract description 

of mandala. 

 

4. Properties 

4.1. UnicodeData.txt 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST INCANTATION SYLLABLE WU1;Lo;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST MONOGRAM FOR SVASTI SIGN;Lo;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST SCRIPT RIGHT-FACING SVASTI SIGN;Lo;0;L;;;N;;;;; 



XXXXX;BUDDHIST RIGHT-FACING CURLED SVASTI SIGN;So;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;KATAKANA DIGRAPH TOKI;Lo;0;L;<compat> 30C8 30AD;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;KATAKANA-IDEOGRAPH LIGATURE TOIU;Lo;0;L;<compat> 30C8 4E91;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH CATTLE;So;0;L;<circle> 725B;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH BUDDHA;So;0;L;<circle> 4F5B;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH LEFT-FACING SVASTI SIGN;So;0;L;<circle> 534D;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;CIRCLED TRIPLE BROKEN HORIZONTAL BARS TOP-ALIGNED;So;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH SIMPLIFIED BUDDHA;So;0;L;<circle> 53B6;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH HUMAN;So;0;L;<circle> 4EBA;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH TWENTY;So;0;L;<circle> 5EFF;20;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;CIRCLED IDEOGRAPH EYE;So;0;L;<circle> 76EE;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST INCANTATION SYLLABLE YAN1;Lo;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;ZETIAN MANUSCRIPT YUE4;Lo;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST SYMBOL FOR USSNIISSA;So;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST MANDALIC SYMBOL TOP-FACING CRESCENT;So;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST MANDALIC SYMBOL TOP-FACING HALF MOON;So;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST MANDALIC SYMBOL SQUARED TOP-FACING CRESCENT;So;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST MANDALIC SYMBOL SQUARED TOP-FACING HALF MOON;So;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;ZETIAN MANUSCRIPT RI4;Lo;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

XXXXX;BUDDHIST INCANTATION SYLLABLE YIN1;Lo;0;L;;;N;;;;; 

 

4.2. EastAsianWidth.txt 

XXXXX..XXXXX;W 

 

References 

CJK editorial group. “Editorial Report, IRG #57” [IRG N2506]. 2021. 

https://appsrv.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/~irg/irg/irg57/IRGN2506Confirmed.pdf 

ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2/IRG. “IRG Meeting #57 Recommendations and Action Items” [IRG 

N2500]. 2021.  

https://appsrv.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/~irg/irg/irg57/IRGN2500IRG57RecsConfirmed.pdf 

SAT Daizōkyō Text Database Committee. “SAT Submission for the IRG Working Set 2021” [IRG 

N2485]. 2021.  

https://appsrv.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/~irg/irg/irg56/IRGN2485_SAT_2021_sub_proposal.pdf 

高楠順次郎・渡邊海旭  (Takakusu, Junjirō and Kaikyoku Watanabe) (ed.). 大正新脩大藏經 

(Taishō Shinshū Daizōkyō). 大正一切經刊行會 (Taisho Issai-Kyo Kanko Kwai), 1924. 

  

https://appsrv.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/~irg/irg/irg57/IRGN2506Confirmed.pdf
https://appsrv.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/~irg/irg/irg57/IRGN2500IRG57RecsConfirmed.pdf
https://appsrv.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/~irg/irg/irg56/IRGN2485_SAT_2021_sub_proposal.pdf


  

Figure 1: Example of #1 



   

Figure 2: Examples of #2, #3 



   

Figure 3: Example of #4 



   

Figure 4: Examples of #5 



   

Figure 5: Example of #6 



   

Figure 6: Examples of #7, #8, #10, #12 



   

Figure 7: Example of #9 



   

Figure 8: Example of #11 



   

Figure 9: Example of #13 



   

Figure 10: Example of #14 



   

Figure 11: Examples of #15 



 

 

   

Figure 12: Examples of #16 

Figure 13: Examples of #18, #19 

Figure 14: Examples of #20, #21 



   

Figure 15: Example of #17 



   

Figure 16: Example of #22 



  

Figure 17: Examples of #23 



ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2 
PROPOSAL SUMMARY FORM TO ACCOMPANY SUBMISSIONS 

FOR ADDITIONS TO THE REPERTOIRE OF ISO/IEC 10646TP

1
PT 

Please fill all the sections A, B and C below. 
Please read Principles and Procedures Document (P & P) from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html UTH for 

guidelines and details before filling this form. 
Please ensure you are using the latest Form from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.htmlUTH. 

See also HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html UTH for latest Roadmaps. 

A. Administrative 

   1. Title: Preliminary Proposal from SAT CJK Buddhist Symbols Collection  

2. Requester's name: SAT Daizōkyō Text Database Committee  

3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution): Liaison  

4. Submission date: 2021-09-23  

5. Requester's reference (if applicable): nagasaki@dhii.jp  

6. Choose one of the following:   
 This is a complete proposal:   

 (or) More information will be provided later: X  

   B. Technical – General 

   1. Choose one of the following:   
 a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters): X  

 Proposed name of script: TBD  

 b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block:   

 Name of the existing block:   

2. Number of characters in proposal: 23  

3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):   
 A-Contemporary  B.1-Specialized (small collection) X B.2-Specialized (large collection)   

 C-Major extinct  D-Attested extinct  E-Minor extinct   

 F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic    G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols   

4. Is a repertoire including character names provided? Yes  

 a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”   
 in Annex L of P&P document? X  

 b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review? X  

5. Fonts related:   
 a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font to the Project Editor of 10646 for publishing the 

standard?  
 

 The submitter  

 b. Identify the party granting a license for use of the font by the editors (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.):  
 http://21dzk.l.u-tokyo.ac.jp/SAT/  

6. References:   
 a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided? X  

 b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources)   
 of proposed characters attached? X  

7. Special encoding issues:   
 Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input,   
 presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)? No  

   

8. Additional Information: 

Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script 
that will assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.  
Examples of such properties are: Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour 
information such as line breaks, widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default 
Collation behaviour, relevance in Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization 
related information.  See the Unicode standard at HTUhttp://www.unicode.orgUTH for such information on other scripts.  Also 
see Unicode Character Database ( Hhttp://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/      ) and associated Unicode Technical Reports 
for information needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard. 
  

 
TP

1
PT Form number: N4502-F (Original 1994-10-14; Revised 1995-01, 1995-04, 1996-04, 1996-08, 1999-03, 2001-05, 2001-09, 2003-

11, 2005-01, 2005-09, 2005-10, 2007-03, 2008-05, 2009-11, 2011-03, 2012-01) 

http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html
http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.html
http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html
http://www.unicode.org/
http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/
http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/


C. Technical - Justification  

   1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? Yes  

 If YES explain Partially as CJK Unified Ideographs  

2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,   
 user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)? Yes  

 If YES, with whom? The submitter as users  

 If YES, available relevant documents: See proposal  

3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:   
 size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included? Yes  

 Reference: See proposal  

4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare) mixed  

 Reference: See proposal  

5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community? Yes  

 If YES, where?  Reference: See proposal  

6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely   
 in the BMP? No  

 If YES, is a rationale provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)? No  

8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing    
 character or character sequence? Yes  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided? Yes  

 If YES, reference: See proposal  

9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either  
 existing characters or other proposed characters? No  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function)   
 to, or could be confused with, an existing character? Yes  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided? Yes  

 If YES, reference: See proposal  

11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences? No  

 If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

 Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as    
 control function or similar semantics? No  

 If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)   

   

   

13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility characters? No  

 If YES, are the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic characters identified?   

 If YES, reference:   

   
 


