
To: Mr.  Michel Suignard, WG 2 Convenor and Dr. Deborah Anderson, Unicode Script Ad Hoc Chair. 
From: Omer Aden 
Date: 8 May 2023 

Addition of eighteen Latin characters for Somali

I enclose herewith the following documents: 
1) A historic letter to the Unicode Consortium that shows the alphabetical order of the Somali

alphabet and their respective binary, decimal, and hexal specifications. (page 1)
2) The characters that I want to substitute for the old ones in the Somali language.(page 2)
3) ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2 PROPOSAL SUMMARY FORM TO ACCOMPANY SUBMISSIONS FOR

ADDITIONS TO THE REPERTOIRE OF ISO/IEC 10646 (pages 3-4)
4) Copies of the existing Somali language dictionaries which are showing these respective letters so

that they can serve as support to my proposal to complete the remaining inquiries in the
abovementioned form:
a) QAAMUUSKA AF-SOOMAALIGA from the Committee of the Somali Language of the High

Academy of Culture published in 1976 by the Ministry of Education and Culture by Yaasiin
Cusmaan Keenodiid.(pages 5-6)

b) Somali – English Dictionary, Second Revised and Expanded Edition by R. David Zorc with
Madina M. Osman and Virginia Luling published in 1991. (pages 7-8)

c) QAAMUUSKA AF-SOOMAALIGA by Khaalid Cali – Guul – Warsame, published in 2008.(pages 9-
10)

d) Qaamuuska AfSoomaali by Aadan Xasan Aadan, Hoggaaminta & Tifaftirka Guud (Leadership &
General Editing) (pages 11-12)

e) MACNEEYAHA AFKA SOOMAALIGA EE DUGSIYADA (Somali School Dictionary) by Omer Aden,
not yet published. (page 13)

I hope that the copies of these dictionaries are sufficient to complete what is missing from the 
answers written in the forms and are full proof that the letters I have put together are from the real 
letters of the Somali language. 

Looking forward to your favourable response, please accept my best regards. 

WG2 N5220



Omer Haji Bile Aden 
Telefonvägen 23, 
126 37 Hägersten, Sweden 
Mobil: + 46 73 669 37 39 
E-mail: omer_aden@hotmail.com

The Unicode Consortium 
P.O. Box 391476 
Mountain View, CA 94039-1476 U.S.A. 
Phone: + 1 408 401 8915 
human4@unicode.org 

Subject: ENCODING PROPOSAL FOR THE SOMALI LANGUAGE KEYBOARD 

Sirs and madams, 

I am a Somali Language researcher who wants to make a Somali computer keyboard compatible with all 
systems operating on computers. I read the Ascii Table and studied the codification system of the European languages 
and their standard characters.  I selected all the characters which the Somali language has in common with the 
European languages as shown in the following chart below, which shows the alphabetical order of the characters in 
the Somali language.  

But the Somali language is a peculiar language, although it has the Latin alphabet. Its Latin characters have 
Arabic sounds. The alphabet is divided into two groups: consonants and vowels.  Consonants have no voice of their 
own. The vowels give a voice to the respective consonants they go before or come after. According to this fact the voice 
is made together by the consonant and vowel. 

The other peculiar feature of the Somali language is that it has special letters, such as aa, ää, ee, kh, ii, sh, dh, 
oo, and uu. These are not diphthongs as other languages call them. I, therefore, need to create a special ASCII code for 
each letter as other letters have. To draw your attention, I left blank spaces in front of these special letters in the table 
below, which I hope your distinguished inventories will make special codes. 

I hope this idea will enable the Somali Language to have its own keyboard, which will unify the writing of the 
Somali language. I am proud to say that Somali society in general, and all other Somali language beneficiaries will get a 
great advantage from this.  

SOMALI STANDARD CHARACTER TABLE 
char binary code dec hex char binary code dec hex 

1 a 01100001 97 61 A 01000001 65 41 
2 aa AA 
3 ä 00100001 132 84 Ä 01110001 142 8E 
4 ää ÄÄ 
5 b 01100010 98 62 B 01000010 66 42 
6 t 01110100 116 74 T 01010100 84 54 
7 j 01101010 106 6A J 01001010 74 4A 
8 x 01111000 120 78 X 01011000 88 58 
9 e 01100101 101 65 E 01000101 69 45 
10 ee EE 
11 kh KH 
12   d 01100100 100 64  D 01000100 68 44 
13 r 01110010 114 72 R 01010010 82 52 
14   s 01110011 115 73 S 01010011 83 53 
15 i 01101001 105 69 I 01001001 73 49 
16 ii II 
17 sh SH 
18 dh DH 
19 c 01100011 99 63 C 01000011 67 43 
20 g 01100111 103 67 G 01000111 71 47 
21 o 01101111 111 6F O 01001111 79 4F 
22 oo OO 
23 f 01100110 102 66 F 01000110 70 46 
24 q 01110001 113 71 Q 01010001 81 51 
25 k 01101011 107 6B K 01001011 75 4B 
26 l 01101100 108 6C L 01001100 76 4C 
27 m 01101101 109 6D M 01001101 77 4D 
28 u 01110101 117 75 U 01010101 85 55 
29 uu UU 
30 n 01101110 110 6E N 01001110 78 4E 
31 w 01110111 119 77 W 01010111 87 57 
32 h 01101000 104 68 H 01001000 72 48 
33 y 01111001 121 79 Y 01011001 89 59 

Waiting for a favorable response and support, I look forward to receiving your help. 

I remain yours sincerely, 

Omer Haji Bile Aden. 
(Cumar Xaaji Bile ÄÄdan) 
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The characters the author wants to substitute for the old ones in the 
Somali language.



ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2 
PROPOSAL SUMMARY FORM TO ACCOMPANY SUBMISSIONS 

FOR ADDITIONS TO THE REPERTOIRE OF ISO/IEC 10646TP

1
PT 

Please fill all the sections A, B and C below. 
Please read Principles and Procedures Document (P & P) from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html UTH for 

guidelines and details before filling this form. 
Please ensure you are using the latest Form from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.htmlUTH. 

See also HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html UTH for latest Roadmaps. 
A. Administrative 
   1. Title: Addition of eighteen Latin characters  
2. Requester's name: Mr. Omer Aden, a Swedish writer of Somali origin and a Somali Language researcher  
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution): Individual contribution  
4. Submission date: November 22, 2022  
5. Requester's reference (if applicable):   
6. Choose one of the following:   
 This is a complete proposal: YES  
 (or) More information will be provided later:   
   B. Technical – General 
   1. Choose one of the following:   
 a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters): NO  
 Proposed name of script:   
 b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block: YES  
 Name of the existing block:   
2. Number of characters in proposal: 18  
3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):   
 A-Contemporary  B.1-Specialized (small collection)  B.2-Specialized (large collection)   
 C-Major extinct  D-Attested extinct  E-Minor extinct   
 F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic    G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols   
4. Is a repertoire including character names provided? YES  
 a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”   
 in Annex L of P&P document? YES  ???  
 b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review? YES  
5. Fonts related:   
 a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font to the Project Editor of 10646 for publishing the 

standard?  
 

 I am looking for someone to collaborate with me  
 b. Identify the party granting a license for use of the font by the editors (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.):  
   
6. References:   
 a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided?   
 b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources)   
 of proposed characters attached?   
7. Special encoding issues:   
 Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input,   
 presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)?   
 Specifications Enclosed  
8. Additional Information: 
Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script 
that will assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.  
Examples of such properties are: Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour 
information such as line breaks, widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default 
Collation behaviour, relevance in Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization 
related information.  See the Unicode standard at HTUhttp://www.unicode.orgUTH for such information on other scripts.  Also 
see Unicode Character Database ( Hhttp://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/      ) and associated Unicode Technical Reports 
for information needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard. 
  

 
TP

1
PT Form number: N4502-F (Original 1994-10-14; Revised 1995-01, 1995-04, 1996-04, 1996-08, 1999-03, 2001-05, 2001-09, 2003-

11, 2005-01, 2005-09, 2005-10, 2007-03, 2008-05, 2009-11, 2011-03, 2012-01) 
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C. Technical - Justification
 1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? NO 

If YES explain 
2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,

user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)? YES 
If YES, with whom? 
If YES, available relevant documents: ENCLOSED 

3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:
size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included? YES 
Reference: 

4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare) COMMON 
Reference: 

5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community? YES 
If YES, where?  Reference: ALL THE SOMALI LANGUAGE WRITERS 

6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely
in the BMP? YES 

If YES, is a rationale provided? YES 
If YES, reference: ENCLOSED 

7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)? NO 
8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing

character or character sequence? NO 
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided? 

If YES, reference: 
9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either

existing characters or other proposed characters? NO 
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided? 

If YES, reference: 
10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function)

to, or could be confused with, an existing character? NO 
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided? 

If YES, reference: 
11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences? NO 

If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?
If YES, reference: 

Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided? 
If YES, reference: 

12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as
control function or similar semantics? NO 

If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary) 

13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility characters? NO 
If YES, are the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic characters identified?

If YES, reference: 
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QAMUUSKA AF-SOOMAALIGA from the Committee of the Somali Language of the High Academy of Culture 
published in 1976 by the Ministry of Education and Culture by Yaasiin Cusmaan Keenodiid  
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QAMUUSKA AF-SOOMAALIGA from the Committee of the Somali Language of the High Academy of Culture 
published in 1976 by the Ministry of Education and Culture by Yaasiin Cusmaan Keenodiid 
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omali – English Dictionary, Second Revised and Expanded Edition by R. David Zorc et al. (1991) 
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Somali – English Dictionary, Second Revised and Expanded Edition by R. David Zorc et al. (1991) 
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QAAMUUSKA AF-SOOMAALIGA by Khaalid Cali – Guul – Warsame (2008)  
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QAAMUUSKA AF-SOOMAALIGA by Khaalid Cali – Guul – Warsame (2008)
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Qaamuuska AfSoomaali by Aadan Xasan Aadan, Hoggaaminta & Tifaftirka Guud 
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Qaamuuska AfSoomaali by Aadan Xasan Aadan, Hoggaaminta & Tifaftirka Guud   
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MACNEEYAHA AFKA SOOMAALIGA EE DUGSIYADA (Somali School Dictionary) by Omer Aden 
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The Whole Somali Keyboard 
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